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HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS 

OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JUANITA MILLENDER-McDONALD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 1, 2000

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize the contributions and 
the importance of education preparation in 
Catholic schools. For decades, they have en-
riched the lives of children past and present. 
I was educated at Holy Family High, a Catho-
lic school in my hometown and I have felt the 
benefits throughout my life. The importance of 
education is one value that has remained with 
me through my years as a parent, an educa-
tor, and as a Congresswoman. Education is 
very significant in the continued success of 
our great Nation. A Catholic institution pro-
vides a balance of strong education com-
plimented by the support of a strong moral 
and spiritual environment to prepare well-bal-
anced young persons for entering our society. 

Statistics have shown that the United States 
has gained immense benefits from the Catho-
lic education system, educating some 2.6 mil-
lion students at a saving to our Nation of more 
than $17.2 billion dollars. Further, Catholic 
education has an impressive graduation rate 
of 95 percent and more than 83 percent of 
those graduates go on to college. Catholic 
schools focus not only upon intellectual en-
couragement and development but also on the 
moral and spiritual fiber of each student. 
These students preserve this enriched rela-
tionship with their faith, families and commu-
nity. 

Recognizing Catholic schools for their con-
tributions to the community of the United 
States shows the respect we have for these 
institutions and to thank the dedicated fac-
ulties and administrators for the care they 
have taken of the students entrusted to their 
guardianship. Educating our youth is perhaps 
our greatest responsibility as a Nation, and I 
am thankful for the daily contributions made 
by these institutions toward that aim.
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TRIBUTE TO THE VIRCO 
MANUFACTURING CO. 

HON. STEVEN T. KUYKENDALL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 2, 2000

Mr. KUYKENDALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Virco Manufacturing Co., 
an important business within my district. Virco 
today celebrates its 50th year as the largest 
manufacturer of educational furniture in the 
country. 

Shortly after World War II, Julian Virtue 
bought the Slauson Aircraft Co. on February 
2, 1950, and converted the war equipment 
manufacturing company to a firm specializing 
in the production of educational furniture. It 
was under the leadership of Julian Virtue and 
his son Robert, now chairman of the board 
and CEO, that Virco went on to become an in-
dustry leader. 

Virco is a leading supplier of tables, chairs, 
and storage equipment for schools, convention 
centers, auditoriums, places of worship, and 
hotels. Virco employs 2,400 individuals nation-
wide, including 700 jobs at its headquarters in 
Torrance, CA. 

The Virco Manufacturing Co. is a valuable 
member of the Torrance community. Their 
contributions have been numerous. I congratu-
late Virco and its employees on this milestone 
and I wish them continued success.
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1999 CONTRACTOR OF THE YEAR, 
GREGG RIPPY 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 2, 2000

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take a moment to recognize the 1999 Con-
tractor of the Year. Mr. Gregg Rippy was nom-
inated for the award by the Colorado Contrac-
tors Association. 

The Colorado Contractors Association em-
phasizes skill, integrity and responsibility as 
key traits of its members. These qualities are 
also what the association requires for the Con-
tractor of the Year award. Another quality that 
Gregg displays amply is leadership. 

Gregg has been a Colorado Contractors As-
sociation member for 17 years and has won 
numerous awards from both the state and na-
tional levels. During his recent presidency of 
Grand River Construction Company in Glen-
wood Springs, Colorado, the company was 
named chapter of the year on the national 
level by the Associated General Contractors of 
America and Gregg was named national chap-
ter president of the year. He is now a national 
director with Associated General Contractors 
of America and has served as chairman of the 
Colorado Contractors Association legislative 
committee for four years. Gregg is also a co-
owner of Rocky Mountain Redi-Mix. 

A Colorado native, Gregg has followed a 
family tradition by becoming a contractor. His 
father, grandfather and uncle were all in the 
construction business. He first joined Grand 
River Construction after graduating from Colo-
rado State University and eventually became 
president of the company. 

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I would like 
to offer this tribute to my dear friend, Gregg 
Rippy, 1999 Contractor of the Year. His com-
mitment to his country, his community and his 
profession is deeply admirable and highly 
commendable.
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TAIWAN SECURITY ENHANCEMENT 
ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. THOMAS M. DAVIS 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 1, 2000

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
support H.R. 1838, the Taiwan Security En-
hancement Act. 

This legislation is important because it reaf-
firms our commitment to support democracy 

and economic stability in Asia. In 1979, Con-
gress passed the Taiwan Relations Act which 
ensured Taiwan’s security by providing it with 
sufficient defensive weapons so it may protect 
and maintain its own national defense. While 
the U.S. and Taiwan do not share full diplo-
matic ties, our unique relationship with Taiwan 
demonstrates that Taiwan’s security should be 
reinforced and enhanced. 

The government of Taiwan is a representa-
tive democracy and the people of Taiwan will 
elect a new President next month. Taiwan is 
a bright example of how a democratic govern-
ment which allows the free market to operate 
becomes a region of peace coupled with re-
markable economic growth. Taiwan is the 
world’s 15th largest economy and is the 
United States’ 7th largest trading partner, 
while the United States is Taiwan’s largest ex-
port market. 

Given the events which have transpired 
over the past several years, it is essential that 
we protect American interests by promoting 
peace in the Taiwan Straits. H.R. 1838 will 
augment the process for defense sales to Tai-
wan by requiring the President to report annu-
ally to Congress Taiwan’s requests for de-
fense products, detailing why Taiwan needs 
these items, ad justifying any decision that the 
United States makes to reject or postpone 
such arms sales to Taiwan. Furthermore, H.R. 
1838 will address the deficiencies in Taiwan’s 
readiness by supporting Taiwan’s increased 
participation at U.S. defense colleges, requir-
ing the enhancement of our military ex-
changes and joint training, and require the 
Secretary of Defense to develop a program to 
enhance operational training and exchanges 
between the Taiwanese and U.S. militaries on 
the issues of threat analysis, force planning, 
and operational methods. 

Taiwan is and continues to be a strong U.S. 
ally. For this reason, I believe the priorities 
outlined in H.R. 1838 are imperative if we are 
to maintain peace and stability in this region of 
the world. Given the People’s Republic of Chi-
na’s tendency to engage in aggressive rhetoric 
and brinkmanship, Taiwan’s self-defense ca-
pability should be improved and strengthened. 
A secure Taiwan would provide a better foun-
dation and possible progress for cross-Strait 
dialogue. 

I believe we must honor our commitments in 
the Taiwan Strait. The Republic of China is a 
vibrant nation with an expanding economy, 
and it is my belief that America should support 
Taiwan in its endeavors to remain free and 
democratic.
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TIME FOR HAITIANS, NICA-
RAGUANS AND CENTRAL AMERI-
CANS TO ADJUST THEIR STATUS 
UNDER HRIFA AND NACARA 

HON. CARRIE P. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 2, 2000

Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, today, 
I am introducing a bill to extend the time for 
eligible Haitians, Nicaraguans, and Central 
Americans to apply to adjust their status and 
become permanent residents under the Hai-
tian Refugee Immigration Fairness Act of 1998 
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